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Abstract

Lamat' Al-Seraj Le-Hazrat Al-Taj" is a redrafting of the Sassanid era story
"Bakhtiar Nameh™ in the late 6th or early 7th century A. H., the author of
which has remained unknown. The story recounts the plights of a prince,
who has been kidnapped by ten of his father's ministers, and also planned
to be executed by the king. For ten nights, he kept entertaining the king by
telling ten fascinating stories and so delaying his murder. The purpose of
the stories in this work is to elucidate moral views, which is composed with
complex prose and is full of Arabic verses. Some of the verses are related
to a historical event that the author often brings to confirm a claim, and
some of them are mentioned serving as an allegory aimed for advice. In this
article, an attempt is made to determine the authenticity of the Arabic verses
and their translations by identifying their original poet and his era as well
as the semantic and rhetorical relationship between those verses and the
fictional prose.

Keywords: Lam'at al-Seraj, Bakhtiarinameh, Arabic Rhyme, prose of the 6th
Century A. H., Comparative literature

1. Introduction

One of the literary tendencies and inclinations of the 6™ century A. H. was
that the amanuenses and poets rewrote precious books, written in plain and
simple prose, into a technical prose and an elegant literary language turning
the old style into the common style of their contemporary time. Nasrullah
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Munshi calls such a rewriting act as dressing up with "borrowed clothes"
and believes that this coat should be worn by someone who has real spiritual
value. ". . . and when the meaning is devoid of any beauty from the overall
policies and values of original wisdom, if someone even plans to decorate
it using some borrowed clothes, that meaning should not take any beauty
using any complex structures, and whenever such meaning meets the eyes
of some wise critics and prominent masters, they would not pay attention
to its ornaments and indeed would be exposed to disgrace.” (Shamisa,
2024, p. 65).

Bakhtiyar Nameh contains simple and fluent prose and includes advice
and words of wisdom and tells the story of the life of Azadbakht, the King
and his son, Bakhtiar, in the pre-Islamic era. This book, which contains
sermons, wise words, Wonderful anecdotes, and life lessons, is tendered to
Tajuddin in ten chapters. This work was translated into Arabic in the 4"
century A.H.and into Persian in the same century during the Samanids.
Dagayiqgi Marvazi, one of the writers of the 6™ and 7" centuries, rewrote
this translation, which was simple, into technical prose and called it
Lama'at al-Seraj le Hazrat al-Taj (the glamour of a lamp for Sir Taj al-Din)
and Rahat alArvah fi Sorour Al-Mifarah.

There are several narrations of Bakhtiarnameh, and apparently the
oldest narration is from Shams al-Din Muhammad Daqayiqi Marvazi,
edited by Mohammad Roshan, based on which this research is conducted.

2. Methodology

This research has been done in a descriptive-analytical way by referring to
library sources. In Lama't al-Seraj, there are elements of Persian fiction,
combined with a figurative and complex prose that creates verbal and
spiritual complexity. Prose mixed with excessive Arabic has strayed from
the path of moderation. One of the ways out of this kind of confusion is to
discover the ambiguity of Arabic verses in terms of structure and content.
It is necessary to explore what the syntactic and literary position of these
verses within the prose is, what defects can be detected in the recitation of
the poems, and what cultural and political information is hidden in the
Arabic verses.



3. Results and discussion
The author of Bakhtiarnameh is unknown and there is scarce information
about his life and time period. The oldest Persian text of this book can be
traced back to the late 6" century A. H., which contains the original Pahlavi
version or some simple Arabic to Persian translation. This book contains
ten chapters, the first chapter of which recounts the birth of the main hero
of the story, Bakhtiar, and depicts his plights. His father, Azadbakht, is a
king who falls in love with his commander-in-chief's daughter and marries
her. The commander, who is not satisfied with this marriage, incites the
leaders of the country against him, and he flees the country with his wife.
His wife, who is pregnant, gives birth to a son on the way. However, in
order to save themselves, the couple decide to leave the baby next to a
spring and continue fleeing. A group of bandits find the baby and name him
"Khodadad". In his youth, during a conflict with caravaners, Khodadad
gets captivated and is taken to the palace of the king, Azadbakht's father.
Azadbakht, who has regained the throne with the support of the king of
one of the neighboring territories, finds Khodadad a deserved young man
and calling him "Bakhtiar", assigns him to serve in his court. Bakhtiar finds
a special position with Azadbakht to such an extreme extent that even the
king's ministers feel jealous of him. Hence, With the cooperation of the
queen, they slander him. The king gets angry with the prince and orders his
death. Therefore, Bakhtiar attempts to entertain him for ten nights by telling
ten fascinating stories, and succeeds to delay his death. At the end of the
story, the prince escapes from death with the help of one of his knihthood.
In Lama't al-Seraj, the characteristics of old Persian anecdotes and
storytelling techniques can be witnessed with technical and sometimes
complicated prose; however, the expression of the moral viewpoints of the
story is mixed with the Arabic poems to an extremecausing verbal and
spiritual complexity. Among the great poets of Arab literature whose
poems appear in Bakhtiarnameh are: Zohair Ibn Abi Sulma, Motnabbi, 1bn
Al-Moa'taz, Bohtori, Saheb Ibn Abbad, Abu Tammam, Abo al-Fath Al-
Bosti.
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4. Conclusion

The most frequent Arabic verses appearing in Bakhtiarnameh belong to
Arab poets of the Abbasid era, especially Motnabbi, Ibn al-Moa'taz,
Bohtori, Ali ibn Al-Hosein ibn Hindu, and Ali ibn Jahm. These verses tend
to emphasize the meaning of the Persian text, and occasionally, they are an
allegory in support of the moral and didactic messages of the story. The
Arabic verses of the book are sometimes proved to be supplementary,
including the poem attributed to Abd al-Rahman al-Eydros, which pertains
to the 12™" century A. H., while the work itself dates back to the 61 and 71"
centuries A. H.. Of course, in the Bodelian version, all of the Arabic poems
have been removed. The differences in the poems in comparison with the
poetic divans is evident, and the mistakes in diacritics, writing, editing, and
translation are of supreme importance.

The existence of proverbs among the Arabic verses is one of the
prominent features of the book. Also, the index, as well as the historical,
social, and political events, and the Arabs’ beliefs have been expressed in
this work. Therefore there are themes, such as, the generosity of Hatim
Ta'ei, the oratorship of Sahban Wael, the praise of Al-Qaem be Amrellah,
the appearance of the Holy Zahra (P.B.U.H.) into the women's assembly
with a special dress, the dignity of Al-e-Mohallab, breaking allegiance and
women's disloyalty, patience, trustin God, the hope for relief, and mistrust
to the times.
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