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Abstract

The book Anis al-Nas, written in the 9 century AH, is on the theme of
practical wisdom. Two handwritten versions of this book have been found
so far. Each version is recorded in the list of handwritten works under a
different title and in the name of a different author. The present study seeks
to identify the real author of the book, introduce the versions found, and
justify the necessity of paying special attention to the second version. In
this regard, various opinions about the proclaimed author of the book are
examined, and Ghavam al-Din Mohammad Yazdi, as the main author, is
introduced along with his works. Then, the available versions of Anis al-
Nas are compared, and some light is shed on how the second version of the
book can help to clarify the ambiguities and fill the gaps of the first version
even in its printed copy. It is concluded that Ghavam al-Din Mohammad
Yazdi was the one who wrote the book. It is also emphasized that making
corrections on the text of the book is possible by comparing the two
versions.
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1. Introduction

The book Anis al-Nas is known to be written by Ghavam al-Din
Mohammad Yazdi (d. 830 AH), a poet, writer and government agent. On
the theme of practical wisdom elaborated in twenty chapters, the book was
gifted to Ibrahim Sultan, the governor of Fars, who was the son of Shahrokh
Mirza, a Timurid prince, and an advocate of arts and science. There are two
handwritten versions of the book left behind.

The first version is the one numbered 9518 kept at the library of The
Islamic Consultative Assembly. With its final pages lost, this book ends up
in the middle of chapter 19. There is, thus, no access to the author’s name
and the date of writing, but bibliographers have figured how old the book
is on the basis of the textual evidence. Written elegantly, the book was
initially intended for Ibrahim Mirza’s library, but it then went to Shahrokh’s
library, where it was sealed on two pages. This book was edited by Iraj
Afshar and published in 1977.

The second version of the book Anis al-Nas, numbered 3982, is available
in the collection of handwritten works at the Central Library of Tehran
University. Since more than four chapters are missing from the beginning
of the book, the librarians have classified it based on the subject under the
name ‘A Treatise on Ethics and Politics’. Also, due to some final pages
being missing, there is no knowledge of the date of writing and the name
of the scribe who put the text down in nasta’aligh handwriting. However,
based on the evidence, it is thought that the book was written sometime
from the 9" to the 10™ century AH.

Considering the missing parts in the book, it has not been possible to
identify the author, but a phrase on page 216 (i.e., the royal triumph book
written in the eminent court of his majesty Moghayesi) and some historical
pieces of evidence have made experts believe that the author was Ghavam
al-Din Mohammad Yazdi, whose father and brother were Zia al-Din
Aboubakr and Sharaf al-Din Ali Yazdi, respectively.

2. Methodology

This article introduces the available handwritten and printed copies of Anis
al-Nas so as to verify the attribution of the book to the proclaimed author,
introduce the real author and his works, examine the problems in the printed



copy, and underline the necessity of scrutinizing the newly found version
of the book so that a more accurate text can be created along with
appropriate comments. The research data are derived from the handwritten
and printed copies of the book at the library.

3. Results and discussion

The book Anis al-Nas was written by a government agent in the year 830
AH and then gifted to Ibrahim Sultan, an art and knowledge-advocating
Timurid prince. This book, which is all about practical wisdom, is available
in two copies. The one in the parliament library has its author’s preface
maintained; thus, the names of the book and the author are known. The
copy in Tehran University library, however, has its initial part missing,
hence no knowledge of those names. This defective copy has been
scrutinized by bibliographers. Based on its textual and conceptual features,
they have cataloged it with the title ‘A Treatise on Ethics and Politics’ or
‘Ethics and Politics’. Some researchers have attributed the book to Ghavam
al-Din Mohammad Yazdi, and some others, relying on the word ‘Shoja’ in
the preface, have assigned it to someone named Shoja. As far as the author
of this article understands, the word ‘Shoja’ in the preface of the book is an
adjective for the sultan or an allusion to Shah Shoja.

While narrating a historical event, the author of the book refers to
another work of his called ‘Royal Triumph’. Based on evidence, this book
is by Ghavam al-Din Mohammad Yazdi. Besides, the poems included in
the text of the book signify that the composer must have been somebody of
fame in poetry. Considering the features of the other works of Ghavam al-
Din, it is almost for sure that the author is nobody but him. What
undermines this inference is Allameh Ghazvini’s remarks and Iraj Afshar’s
approval of them as well as bibliographers’ unawareness of the second copy
of the book. All this brings one to the conclusion that Anis al-Nas was
written by Ghavam al-Din. As it seems, he took his name off the book to
abide by the principles of self-blame (malamatieh) and to avoid showing
off. The identified works of this author are Anis al-Nas, Anthology,
Collection of Letters, and Royal Triumph Stories, all of which except for
Anis al-Nas have remained unedited and unpublished.
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The book Anis al-Nas is in a simple and fluent prose. Many of the
subjects and materials in the book have been adopted from the previous and
contemporary prose and poetic works. This act of adoption is admitted by
the author, but he does not feel obliged to cite the sources he has used,
except for very few cases.

Despite the value of the printed copy of Anis al-Nas and the
praiseworthy work of the editor, who maintained the book for the interested
and made the research on it possible, it suffers from several problems as
follows:

a. Some words and phrases are missing.

b. Some words and letters are added to the original text.

c. The annotated codes and signs are ignored, such as a sign pointing to an
annotated material, a colon under the words that must end in the letter "s"
but seem to lack it.

d. The sign (s) is used on the letter (s) as a substitute for (s'). Also, the sign
(~) is sometimes placed under the letter (z) so that the reader would not
mistake it for (z).

e. The editor has marked the illegible words with (?), (1), or (...). These
cases can be improved through a careful examination of the handwritten
copy in the parliament library, a search in the corresponding sources, and
the checking of the copy at Tehran University.

f. The correction of the printed copy is comparative but wrong.

g. The problems of the edited copy (e.g., smudged parts and illegible or
wrong words) are not mentioned.

h. In the printed copy, there are some cases where a given word of the
handwritten book is replaced with another word of the same meaning.

I. The chipped parts of the text are neglected.

j. There are instances of misreading and orthographic errors.

k. The obsolete terms in the text have not been mended.

4. Conclusion

In this study, the available handwritten and printed copies of the book Anis
al-Nas were introduced, and the attribution of the book to Shoja Shirazi and
Ghavam al-Din Mohammad Yazdi was verified. The latter was finally
proved to have been the author of the book. This was followed by the



introduction of the works that he has left behind. The research also
addressed the problems slipping through the printed copy and considered it
necessary to make a more accurate version of the book along with proper

comments on it.
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