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Abstract

In a social dilemma, the actor faces a conflict between two options: non-
cooperative (seeking immediate self-interest) and cooperative (seeking
collective interest or long-term self-interest through collective interest).
The pros and cons of each one must be evaluated to make a rational choice.
This research aims to explain the characters' actions in social dilemmas in
the Shahnameh based on the rational choice theory and using a descriptive-
analytical method. The results show that the Shahnameh, characters have
been in a social dilemma as whether or not to give yes or no response to
children's marriage proposal, whether or not to send hostages, and to save
one's life or protect the country in the battlefield. Evaluating the
consequences, they chose the most advantageous option for themselves and
the community. Therefore, the actors' rational choice has been of the
cooperative type and their choice has been an interest-oriented one. Their
decision-making rule is both the rule of maximum such that the king of
Yemen, Afrasiab, and Rostam determined the worst consequences of each
option and then picked the best option among the worst. The expected
benefit rule was such that, in the dilemma of Zal and Roudabeh wedding,
Sam chose the consequence with the maximum expected interest.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Social dilemma, Rational choice, Rule of
maximum.
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1. Introduction

In the Shahnameh, the characters are in a social dilemma in different
situations, where they must pay attention to their own interests or choose
the collective interest. In this regard, factors such as personality traits, the
consequences of each option, and the atmosphere and environment of
actions affect their behavior. Regarding their choices, the characters either
pay attention to the others' interests and preferred the collective interest
over self-interest or seek the interest of other people while giving
importance to their own interest too. The main purpose of this research is
to explain the Shahnameh characters' behaviors in social dilemmas with an
emphasis on the rational choice theory.

2. Methodology

Using a documentary study method, this descriptive-analytical research
investigates the characters' actions in social dilemmas with an emphasis on
the rational choice theory. First, the components of the social dilemma and
the rational choice theory are extracted. The actions of the Shahnameh
characters are then described and analyzed based on these components.

3. Results and discussion

In the Shahnameh, both kings and warriors are in dilemmas of self or
collective interest in different situations. They are especially faced with a
conflict between saying no and protecting self-interest or consenting to get
married and protect collective interest. In the war scenes, they are also
hesitant over different situations such as sending (collective interest) or not
sending hostages (self-interest), saving one's own and his family life (self-
interest) or betraying the country's interests (collective interest) and saving
one's own face (self-interest) or protecting their own country (collective
interest). For instance, in the story of Freydoun, Jandal asks the king of
Yemen to get his daughters married to Fereydoun's sons. On the one hand,
the king of Yemen is attached to his children and cannot accept this request
because of his special desires and emotional state. On the other hand, he
knows that giving a no response to Freydoun's messenger will result in his
country's destruction. Therefore, he faces a conflict between self-interests



and collective ones. Being aware of the consequences of a dilemma as a
situational factor affects his behavior. Giving a yes response to Fereydoun's
request will cause emotional problems to him, and giving a no response will
lead to the destruction of the country. The personality factor, i.e., rational
calculations and weighing the consequences of each option affect the
behavior of the king of Yemen in this dilemma. His rational choice in this
area is also interest-oriented because he opts the most advantageous option.
His rational decision-making rule is also based on the rule of maximum. In
the dilemma leading to two negative consequences, the king of Yemen opts
the way that is less harmful to him and the community. His choice is also a
social-rational choice. In the story of Manouchehr, Sam hesitates between
the two options of agreeing or disagreeing with Zal's marriage. By force,
he must choose an option. The non-cooperative option, and, in fact, Sam's
self-interest is to agree with this marriage so that he can behave according
to the children's wishes and at the same time not be accused of breaking the
contract with him. However, the collective interest, or the cooperative
option, is obtained when Sam disagrees with this marriage because Sam
does not know what the result of this marriage will be, a marriage that may
result in damage to Iran and a collective loss. In the story of the battle
between Kavous and the king of Hamavaran, the king of Hamavaran is in
a social dilemma to give a yes or no response when he hears Kavous's
message regarding the marriage proposal for Soudabeh. In Siavash's story,
Afrasiab has a dream according to the interpretation of which there are two
ways ahead of Afrasiab: either peace that encompasses both self and
collective interests or war that causes damage to self and community.
Among the most stressful social dilemmas in the Shahnameh is the choice
of self-interests or collective interests by Rostam in the battle with
Esfandiyar. In this story, Rostam is in the dilemma of being arrested and
dishonor his name, which is the most powerful and effective motivation for
the behavior and actions of the heroes in the Shahnameh (Kazazi, 1991:82),
and war and killing Esfandiyar.

4. Conclusion
The results of this research show that, in the Shahnameh, the actors face a
conflict with regard to issues such as agreeing or disagreeing with marriage,
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sending or not sending hostages, and going or not going to the battlefield.
They are forced to choose an option that leads to immediate self-interest or
long-term collective interest and self-interest. Most of the studied actors
picked the option with the highest level of collective interest and long-term
interest for them. In fact, they ignored immediate self-interest in order to
achieve long-term collective interest and self-interest. Accordingly, it can
be said that there is a high amount of cooperative behavior in social
dilemmas in the Shahnameh. The rational choice is the most likely
approach to explaining the behavior of the characters of the epic in
dilemmas. The actors' behavior and their type of choice in these situations
are affected by factors such as compliance with ethical standards,
communication with other actors, effect of previous experience, and
sociopolitical situation of the action. However, the most important factor in
this regard is the actors' awareness of dilemmas and their consequences.
They evaluate the consequences and weigh each option and then make a
choice. Accordingly, their action should be described as a rational action,
and their behavior should be analyzed based on it. The rational choice is
also of a cooperative type. Considering the rationality of the choices, they
are all interest-oriented.
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