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Abstract

Introduction, preface, or foreword in a book is considered as an intimate
meeting with the writer or as an entrance to the text or discussion. It shows
the worth of the writer[s work and helps the readers decide whether that
work is useful and worth reading or not worth the time. So far, no serious
study has been conducted on the introductions written by contemporary
researchers, but prefaces such as those written by Abd al-Hossein
Zarrinkoub can be studied from different angles. An ocean of knowledge,
thought and enlightenment lies in these introductions. They serves as the
report cards of the writer’s soul and include related and sometimes
unrelated literary information, dispersed takes on science, literature, history
and culture, correct methodology, information on bibliography, personality
psychology of the writer, his wishes and regrets, successes and failures,
compliments and reprimands, beliefs, feelings, emotions, despairs,
displeasures, recommendations and functions. Using an analytical-
descriptive methodology, this study seeks to address the considerable
importance, usefulness and value of Zarrinkoub’s works under five topics.
It is finally proved that there is a direct relationship between preface and
wisdom.
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1. Introduction

Any competent and visionary writer begins by showing off his abilities in
the introduction or foreword of his book and then in his text. He tries to
decorate the prologue of his book with attractions and knowledge in order
to further persuade the audience to continue reading the book. In fact, the
appeal of his introduction is meant to increase the motivation of the
audience in reading the rest of the book. A subtle-minded reader also
evaluates the worth of the writer’s word based on the introduction. A
prologue written only in a few pages might even be worth more to a reader
than a book containing a few hundred pages. In some cases, a big body of
information lies beneath the words of a brief introduction. This information
includes the writer’s psychological characteristics, his motivation for
writing the book, dreams and regrets, successes and failures, admirations
and fulminations, suggestions and functions, truthfulness and braveries.
Abd al-Hossein Zarrinkoub is one of those scholars the introductions of
whose books serve as a reflection of his bright thoughts, knowledge,
personality, methodology, and writing style. Most of his short
introductions, which are sometimes very complex, explores the truth and
information which is the result of his contemplation and cogitation on the
subject of his book. Therefore, it is possible to extract a book or an article
worth of key points from just one page of his introduction. For instance,
Zarrinkoub’s five-page introduction to the book “Poem without lies, Poem
without masks” is a research paper on its own and a well-written criticism
which could serve as the abridgment and the abstract of a research-based
book.

2. Methodology

With an analytical-descriptive method and through reading all the
introductions in Zarrinkoub’s books, the author of this article has tried to
point out the importance, function and value of these introductions under
five general headings. The author has also shown that Zarrinkoub’s
visionary and scholarly views, his personal and personality features, way
of life and school of thought, philosophical reflections which were often
tragic, despairs and dissatisfactions, attractions and affections,
methodology and bibliography, concern for culture, precision and
diligence, honesty and fairness, and morality and high-mindedness are



more evident in his introductions than his texts. In fact, each one of these
introductions is a window to the author’s soul.

3. Results and discussion

Abd al Hossein Zarrinkoub is one of those scholars who has written
valuable introductions to his original and translated books with meticulous
attention and correct methodology. Studying these introductions reveals
many of his intricacies, personality capacities, and his cultural and
intellectual schools of thought to the curious reader. This research seeks to
prove the importance and function of Zarrinkoub’s introductions through
categorizing his information and writings under five headings as follows:
a) Literary and scientific information directly related to the subject
matter

A part of Zarrinkoub’s introductions is dedicated to the dissemination of
information and knowledge on the subject matter. This section could be
called the overt and perceptible half of the introduction because it prepares
the mind of the audience before entering the main discussion. This section
of the introduction, just like the text, shows the command and mastery of
the writer on the subject matter. It also reveals his concern for informing
the reader and describing the general theme of the book.

b) Information and receptions which seemingly are not directly related
to the subject matter:

Another part of Zarrinkoub’s introductions include information which does
not appear to be in direct relation with the subject matter. They serve to
increase the readers’ knowledge about other areas of science, literature and
culture. The subject variety of this information does not devalue it in any
way. This information is as useful and fruitful for the curious reader as the
direct information.

¢) Information regarding the characteristics and personality of the
writer (psychology of Zarrinkoub):

Contemplation and careful review of the overt and covert aspects of
introductions can show the features, attributes, and overall personality of
the writer to the reader. The works of Zarrinkoub are no exception to this
fact. Features such as his enthusiasm for reading, his scholarly spirit,
diligence, modesty, honesty, fairness, love for mystics, rationality,
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spirituality, and many more are evident in the introductions of this writer.
The information in this section has the highest frequency in comparison to
other sections, which shows that the writer intends to present samples of
his scientific activities and life experiences to the readers of his works.

d) Directly and indirectly teaching “correct research” and “research
methodology” in the introduction:

Many of Zarrinkoub’s introductions have educational and didactic
purposes. In the middle of his introduction, he directly and indirectly
teaches scholars and his readers the correct methodology for research. This
feature is almost always present in Zarrinkoub’s introductions, in fields
such as literature, literary criticism, history, philosophy, Sufism, and
Islamic teachings as well as in books such as Along with Holleh Caravan,
Introduction to Literary Criticism, Iranian Eras, Escaping School, Secret
of the Ney, and In the Realm of Conscience.

e) Bibliographical information in the introductions which is directly
related to the subject matter:

Careful analysis of Zarrinkoub’s introductions reveals many diffused data,
which are also very interesting. It increases the bibliographical information
of the audience with regard to the subject matter. This information also
refers to Zarrinkoub’s scholarly personality and his cultural concerns. It
seems that his intend for presenting such information was to inform his
audience of the smallest and possibly the least important things about the
research in question and to reduce the intellectual distance between the
writer and the reader’s expectations.

4. Conclusion

In this research, the author pointed out the importance, functions and high
values of Zarrinkoub’s introductions to his books under five general
headings. The aim was to find a window into the soul of the author and his
school of thought through reading and analyzing all of those introductions
for the first time. The results of this research reveal that the value,
importance, and function of each introduction are no less than the main text
and discussion. In fact, each introduction reflects the picture of a serious,
humble, tireless, and motivated scholar who not only avoided viewing



introductions as marginal and peripheral subjects but also went so far as to
display the abstract of his mind, thoughts, personality, and soul in them.
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