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Abstract
Simorgh is one of the mysterious characters of Shahnameh, which, in many
cases, changes the outcome of a war or a hero with its own power. Despite
its outstanding position in epic literature and narrative scrapbooks, its
evolution and performance have never been studied substantially.
Therefore, in this paper, we try to examine the evolution and performance
of Simorgh in three areas of pre-Islamic literature, epic literature and
narratives. The results of the research indicate that, in comparison with
Shahnameh, post-Shahnameh epic poems, prose epics, narrative transcripts
and folklore literature have referred to this bird more widely and variously.
For example references are made to its power in helping Faramarz, getting
Sam rid of Argham Div, spelling the city of Eram, helping Rustam defeat
Sorkhab Div and release Rakhsh, helping Rustam defeat Jabbar-Shah and
retrieve the ring of Prophet Soleiman from Sakhre Div, calling on Zal to
convert to Islam, predicting the defeat of Zahak, supporting Fereydoun,
designing the Kaviani flag and Feridun’s weapons, upbringing Zal,
releasing Keykavous from Mazandaran, finding Rakhsh and informing Zal
of Faramarz's survival, killing Esfandiar, helping Simorgh by Garshasp,
curing Rostam, helping with the birth of Faramarz, liberation of
Kaykhosrow, the coronation of Kayghobad, killing Div-e Sepid, choosing
Rakhsh, paving the way for victory over Sohrab, finding a way for the
survival of Sohrab, helping Zal confront Borzu, making Rostams armour,
and keeping Rustam and Siavash from death. In addition, regarding the
divine and demonic sides of Simorgh, it connection with Zervan is
considered possible.
Keywords: Simorgh, Pre-Islamic texts, Epic poetry, Narrative scrapbooks,
Folklore literature, Zurvanism.
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